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THE REPUBLICAN PARTY:
155 Years of Advancing Civil Rights

To stop t he-slBveryagendaaantiaery pctivests founded the Republican Party, starting with a few dozen cheroaren

in Ripon, Wisconsin on March 20, 1854. The party spread across the northern and western United States like a prineezlGre. dfhe
first Republican state convention was held in Jackson, Michigan in July 1854. The Republican Na
Committee met for the first time in 1856, followed four months later by the first Republican Nation:
Convention.

In the election of 1860, Republicans swept to victory in the White House and won majorities in bo
houses of Congress. Just si x Yy e avergnorthériiseateint h
America was a Republican. That phenomenal progress was possible only because the Republica
was based on the powerful idea that our nation, conceived in liberty and dedicated to equality, mt
up to its founding principles.

The first African -American Senator and Representatives

in the 41st and 42nd United States Congress, from top Despite fierce Democrat opposition, Republicans passed constitutional amendments banning sla
o) e iram mevele (v s, e senammramer ¢ €xtending the Bill of Rights to the states, guaranteeing equal protection of the laws and due proce
e e emr il e Ry ® = 3| citizens, and extending the right to vote to persons of all races and backgrounds. Republicans
Congress al so e n-avertCrildRighthAet, whiehtextemded citizehship asd equal

rights to people odll racesall colors, andill creeds. In 1875, the Republicans expanded these protections to give all citizens the rigr
equal access to all public accommodations. Struck down by the Supreme Court eight years later, this landmark legisldeorelbaul
as the 1964 Civil Rights Act. Republicans | ed the uUsanB.Wn- f
thony bragged about how, after voting (illegally) in 1872, she had voted a straight Republican ticket The

suffragists included two AfricaAmerican women who were also-émunders of the NAACP: Ida Wells
and Mary Terrell, great Republicans, both of
suffrage amendment in 1878, though it would not be passed by Congress until Republicans again
trol of both houses 40 years later. It was in 1916 that the first woman was elected to the U.S. Hous
Representatives, Republican Jeannette Rankin. The first woman mayor was elected in 1926, the H

Bertha Landes of Seattle, another great Republican.

Democratic opposition to Republican efforts to protect the civil rights of all Americans lasted not on ~ =% RS
throughout Reconstruction, but well into thé"2@ntury. In the South, those Democrats Who most bitte i« repubican state Convention was heid
opposed equality for blacks founded the Ku KIlux ,JKPah, whioc
single AfricanrAmerican in Congress until 1935 was a Republican. Among the Republican pioneers were

South Carolinaés Joseph Rainey, the first black member of



THE REPUBLICAN PARTY
155 Years of Advancing Civil Rights

Republican Hiram Revels of Mississippi became the first black U. S. Senator the same year. Two years later, Pinckn&yoPlrathbiac
ana became the nationds first black Governor. Cal i f Pahaco,a
1875. The first Hispanic U. S. Senator, Octaviano Larrazolo, came to Washington from New Mexico as a Republlcan in f]r%S The
Jewish U.S. Senator outside the former Confederacy was a Republican from Oregon, Joseph Simggg
the first Jewish woman to serve in the U.S. House of Repr '

2004, America marked the 50th anniversary of the moder
civil rights movement, which began with tBeown v. Board
of EducationSupreme Court decision. That landmark decis
was written by Chief Justice Earl Warren, the theyen Re- [,
publican Governor of California appointed by Republican
President Dwight Eisenhower. The authoBobwnwas also
the 1948 Republican vice presidential nominee. Three yes
afterBrown,President Eisenhower won passage of his lang
mark Civil Rights Act of 1957. Republican Senator Everett
it Dirksen authored and introduced the 1960 Civil Rights Act
Folllowing the liberation of_ Afghani;tan under_ the leadership of and saw |t through to passage Repub“cans Supported th / ‘/

President George W. Bush in Operation Enduring Freedom in 2001,

women gained their civil righis 1orQBA Civil'Rights"kct andthe 1965 Voting Rights Act over

long history. More than a century earlier, Republicans led the fight . . X . > L '

for womenos suffrage in america, awheimingly,"end by=much higher percentages in both Hous :;:,Qg;f“g:g;;“;“ W Bush and signed by nimin
and Senate than the Democrats. Indeed, the 1964 Civil RIghE&S = or peopie with disabiltios. Today 50

Act became law only after overcoming a Democrat filibuster. T e e i Mereans

tion against discrimination.

The first AsianrAmerican U.S. Senator was a Republican, Hiram Fong from Hawaii. The first African

American Senator after Reconstruction was a Republican, Ed Brooke from Massachusetts. The fitlsh@seaamn federal judge was
Republican, Her bert Choy. The first woman on the Supr @mtal (
Cabinet member was a Republican, Lauro Cavazos, Secretary of Education under Ronald Reagan. The longest serAinteA¢acam

a leadership position of the U.S. House of Representatives was a Republican, J.C. Watts. The first women electedity theadejor
ship in both the House and the Senate were Republicans, Jennifer Dunn and Kay Bailey Hutchison. Tertkgigeatomen evenithe
majority Leadership in Congress, both currently serving, are Republicans: Kay Bailey Hutchison and Deborah Pryce. Regalplithe
Party continues its historical commitment to civil rights at home and around the world.



Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Born January 15, 1929

The cynic says, "One man can't do anything".

| say, "Only one man can do anything."

Quoted By John W. Gardner

January 2009

Sun

Newt Gingrich
appoints Republ
can Cheryl Lau
first Asian
American womal
to serve as Gen-
eral Counsel of
U.S. House

2001 +
Republican
Elaine Chao, firs
AsianAmerican
woman to hold a
cabinet position,
nominated as
U.S. Secretary 0|
Labor

1815i

Birth of 18
Republican Gov.
Richard Yates (R|
-IL), who pre-
vented Democrat]
-led legislature
from withdraw-
ing state troops
from the Union
Army

2001+ 25

U.S. Senate
Republican
Policy Commit-
tee declares
school choice to
be AEdu

Emanci pa

Mon

President
Theodore Roose-
velt nominates
African-American
physician William
D. Crum as Collec-
tor of Customs,
over racist objec-
tions from Senate
Democrats

1956 + 12
Jewish
Republican Simon
Sobeloff, as U.S.
Solicitor General
argued Ei
position against
segregation in
Brown v. Board of
Education

1818 + 19

Birth of antislavery
activist Alvan Bovay,|
who organized first
meeting of Republi-
can Party in 1854, to
oppose De
pro-slavery policies

Martin Luther King Day

1022+ 26
House passes

bill authored by U.S.
Rep. Leonidas Dyer
(R-MO) making
lynching a federal
crime; Senat

rﬁo rétsool ﬁ)
flidustef ©

Tue

1874 +
African—American6
U.S. Rep. Robert B.
Elliott (R-SC)
delivers eloquent
hourlong speech
supporting Republi-
cansd civi

2003 + 13
Jennette Bradley
(R-OH) becomes first
African-American
woman to be Lt.

5 SolebnBr Wit Stk

2001
Mississippi

20

Republican Rod Paige i

confirmed as first
African-American U.S.

Secretary of Education;

calls for school choice
0 alaw gaorargl
minority children to
Aithrow off

1964 + 27
U.S. Senator
Margaret Chase Smit
(R-ME), announces
candidacy for Presi-

dent; she finishes 2nd

at Republican
National Convention

Wed

1922 +

Death of 7
Republican Jonah
Kalanianaole,

native Hawaiian
who served as
Delegate in U.S.
ICongresg fort18 b
years

1975 +
Republican
William T. Cole-
man nominated as
first African-
American to be
U.S. Secretary

of Transportation

1813 +
Birth in

21

5 Georgia of John C.

Fremonti abolitionist,
western explorer, U.S
Senator from Califor-
nia, U.S. Army gen-
eral, Arizona Gover-
nor, and first Republi-|

tchnepfegidergidh a i
candidate

1818 =

: 28
Birth of

anti-slavery activist
George Boutwell, a

setts Republican
Party; later served in

Congress and as U.S.

Treasury Secretary

Thu

1863 + 1
Emancipation
Proclamation,
implementing the
Republica
fiscation Act of
1862, takes effect

1HZ <HDUV

1867 +
Republicans 8
override Democrat
President Andrew
Johnsonos
law granting voting
rights to African
Arheticans in D.C

1901 +
Republican 15
Booker T. Wash-
ington protests
Alabama Democ-
ratic
refusal to permit
voting by African
Americans

2001 +
Republican
Condoleezza Rice
becomes first

woman and second

African-American
to serve as U.S.
National Security
Advisor

1981 + 29

Jeane Kirkpatrick

appointed by Presi-
dent Ronald Reagal
founder of Massachu- as first woman to be
U.S. Ambassador to

United Nations

1895 + 2
Republicans

Clara Cressingham,
Carrie C. Holly, and
Frahce$ Klock of
Colorado are sworn
in as first women to
serve in a state
le§islature in U.S.
history

1890 +

Death of 9
abolitionist and

U.S. Rep. William
Kelleyt(RPAp f
outspoken advocate
of equality for
African-Americans

1954 +

Consuelo Bailey
(R-VT) announces
her ultimately
successful candi-

P a r [tdgcy te become

nationods
woman elected Lt.
Governor of a state

1993 + 23

Death of Judge
John Robert Brown,
leader in fight for
Southern desegre-
gation; appointed
by President Eisen-
hower to U.S. Court
of Appeals

2001 + 30
Republican

Gale Norton, ap-
pointed by Presi-
dent George W.
Bush, becomes first
woman to serve as
U.S. Secretary of
the Interior

1933 + 3
Republican
Minnie Davenport
Craig (RND)
elected as first
woman to be
Speaker of the
House in a state
legislature

1878 +

u.s. senator1 0
Aaron Sargent (R
CA) introduces
Susan B. Anthony
amendment for
womenods s
defeated it 4 times
before its approval
in 1919

1874 +

Armed 17
Democrats seize
Texas state gov-
ernment, ending
Republican efforts
to rasidlly inte-
grate government

2001 +
Republican
Mel Martinez,
appointed by
President Bush as
U.S. Secretary of
Housing and Urban
Development, be-
comes first Cuban
American in Cabinet

24

1865+ 31

13th Amendment
banning slavery
passed by U.S.
House with
unanimous Republi
can support.



